AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1-7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for preparing a furan polymer 
impregnated wood, comprising impregnating wood in one impregnation step with a 
polymerizable furfural alcohol monomer solution , said solution containing water, 
stab il izers of borax [[and]] ,_a sodium [[salts]] salt of lignosulfonic [[acids]] acid , furfuryl 
alcohol, and at least one further compound selected from the group consisting of maleic 
anhydride, phthalic anhydride, maleic acid, malic acid, phthalic acid and combinations 
thereof, followed by a curing step. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, wherein said curing step is 
performed at a temperature in the range of from about 70 to about 140°C. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said curing step 
roqu i ros convent i ona l k il n dry i ng using tho norma l tomporaturo schedul e s for dry i ng 
untr e at e d, gr ee n l umber of th e sam e s i z e and sp e ci e s as th e impr e gnat e d wood, w i th 
temp e ratur e s is performed at a temperature at the beginning of curing of about 70°C 
and at the end of about 80°C, with a final post - cur i ng drying step between 100 to 120°C 
for wood with max i mum hardn e ss and dryn e ss . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein said curing and 
drying steps can be accomp li shod us i ng high temporaturo k il n schodulos i n the 
performed from about 80 to 120° C tomporaturo rango . 
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12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said curing is 
performed by submerging the impregnated wood in hot oil at 80 to 120°C, with the 
temperature either fixed or starting lower in the range and increasing as curing and 
drying proceeds. 
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